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Governor-General of Taiwan's Aborigine Policy and Aborigine
Baseball Team “Nokodan” in Taiwan under Japanese Rule

Sheng-Lung Lin

Abstract

Taiwan became the first Japanese colony in 1895. At that time, there were three main ethnic groups
in Taiwan, namely Japanese, Chinese (Han) and aborigines. Governor-General of Taiwan regarded Chinese
as a more civilized group while aborigines as savages, rebellious and uncivilized group. In early periods,
Governor-General of Taiwan suppressed the aborigines by armed force in one hand, and simultaneously
implemented Aborigine Policy in dimensions of education, production, medication and tourism. The
so called Aborigine Policy also implies the meaning of Japanization policy. According to Fujii(1989),
resource exploitation was the primary purpose of Governor-General of Taiwan thus “ Aborigine Policy”
was established to draw forestry resources from Taiwan reasonably.

The main purpose of this research is to find how Governor-General of Taiwan implemented
Aborigine Policy to aborigines by way of baseball. In early period of Japanese governing, the aborigines
in Taiwan were regarded as a savage and uncivilized group. However, the negative stereotype on the
aborigines started to change after the special civilized-group “Nokodan” baseball team went fighting in
west Taiwan and visited Japan. Conclusions are as follows:

1. Eguchi promoted Aborigine Policy for long time and modified the image of the aborigines in Taiwan
from negative to positive.

2 While competing with Japanese team in Taiwan and Japan, “Nokodan” baseball team made
audiences feel that the aborigines were gradually civilized.

3 “Nokodan” baseball team seemed like a moving showcase for the success of Aborigine Policy. In
competitions, they displayed Japanese manner like politeness and humbleness which they had learned
from the School of Agriculture in Hualien Harbor.
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